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Docks and boathouses are common features on the shorelines of iakes and
rivers in Canada and are an important part of the recreational use of our
waterways. The shoreline area in front of your cottage or waterfront property is
also |mportant habltat for a variety of aquatic. orgamsms mdudmg fish. Fish

Fishen&e and Oceans Canada (DFO) is responsrble for protecting fish and fish
habitat across Canada. Under Section 35 of the Fisheries Act no one may

o ‘cafwmt”awork”omndertamng*matwm ‘cause the harmful alteration,
- disruption or destruction (HADD) of fish habitat unless it has been authorized

by DFO. By following the conditions and measures set out below you will be in
complia anoe with: Subsechon 35(1) of the Fisheries' Act.

The purpose of thvs Operaﬁonal Smtemerms to d&ecnbe the conditions under
whrch lt is appilcable to your project ¢ and the measures to be mcorporated into
ebuild and repair ofyour dock or boathouse, in order

‘Hflocate" ted below the ordinary

itnsn ;mad,e eoncreteorstedsheeﬁxgormyo&erslorhngﬂwatnsolat&eme
area underihe dook fromme rest of the: water

o it does riot require any dredging, blasting or infilling in the water body,

e the combined width for all existing and proposed sﬁm’eﬁoe improvements (docks,
boathouses, beaches) is less than 25% of the property’s riparian area width
(shoreune frontage w:dth), and :

e you moorporate the Meesures to Protedﬁshand Fish Habitat when Building your

http:/fwww. dfo—mpo gc. ca/regnons/central/lmbxtat/os—eo/prov—terr/mb/oseoos e.htm
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cond‘mons !isted above and cannot mcorporate all
ow then your project may result in a violation of
Subsection 35(1)" f the Fisheries Act and you could be subject to enforcement
action. In this case, you should contact the DFO office in your area (see
Manitoba DFO office list) if you wish to obtain DFO's opinion on the possible

options you should consider to avoid contravention of the Fisheries Act.

This Operational Statement does not release you from the responsibility
of obtaining any other permits or approvals that may be required

under municipal, provincial and federal legislation (e.g., the Nawgable
Waters Protection Act ) that apply to the work being carried out in
relation to this Operatlonal Statement. Please note that permanent
structures (docks or boathouses) are not allowed on waters regulated by
Manitoba Hydro along the Winnipeg River. Docks must be removable types
and boathouses must be built on shore above the ordinary high water mark
(see definition below) Contact the Manitoba Hydro Shore Lands Permit
Program for. more mformahon. e

We ask that you nOﬁfy DFO preferably 10 workmg days before starting your

work, by filling out and sendng in, by mail or by fax; the Manitoba notification

“form to the DFO office in your area. This information is requested in order to

evaluate the’ yeffecttveness of the work caitied out in relation to this Operauonal
Statement L

O S R

Measures to Protect Fish and Fish Habitat
when Bu:ldmg your Dock or Boathouse

: : crib docks wit t (totel area
ofctibbmgmcawactmﬂlﬂaebcmom)ofupb15m2wpreventwdsmpﬁonof
- spawning fish; ﬁw . kgegﬁséhdiawdﬁedagesby‘ ring

: ""'m £ <

" provi uewcesforﬁshmdoﬂ\«smaﬁmmmme Leaveenough
space between cribs (two metres or more) and locate them at least two
meiresfromﬂ\eordinayhghmrmark{seedeﬁmhonbelow)waﬂew

niear shore water tb circulate - The construction of boathouses above the

-onﬁzasyh:ghwatarmaﬂussﬁ‘ongiymgedma’dermmme

4. Matenals(eg,,mdglogs)mbtﬂdhedod(shouldnotbemnfmmme
. -shoreline frombe(owﬂteordiuaryiwghwatermarkorfmmthelakeornver
~bommUsedeanmatenalsmatarefmeaf&t

5. Hrocks, smmpsoﬂogsneedmbe moved-on the lake or river bottom or
‘shoreline to build the dock; they are refocated to an area of similar depth
~adjacentto the dock and not removed- altogemerfromﬁreboitam or

6. TheenkyofsedmentsﬁnmmeconshucﬁonsmemotheWaterbodym
hamﬁ%mdﬁshhahbatﬁnsweﬂnat&eappropr@ese&mmtmd
erosion control measures (i.e. silt fences) are in place before you start dock
Koonstmdon parbwlaﬂyonsteswrﬂ:emdblesoﬂswdtassmdmdday

1. You and/or your contractor should inspect sediment and erosion controf
measures regularly during the course of construction and make all
necessary repairs if any damage is discovered {(e.g., you see silt or
sediment entering the water).

2. Avoid doing work during wet and rainy periods.

http:/fwww.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/regions/central/habitat/os-eo/prov-terr/mb/os-€008_e htm

S RE A FUER

53 NERE NS

3/15/2006



7. Use namraﬂy rot-resistant, untreated matena!s (e.g. cedar, hemlock, rocks,
plastic) as supports for dock structures that will be submerged in water and
preferably for structures above water. Treated lumber may contain
compounds that can be released mto ﬁ'\e water and become toxic to the

3 aquahc env:ronment
1. iftreated lwnbercs to be used for dock structures above water, it should be
envmomnemﬂy -friendly (see deﬁnmon below).

2. Cut, seal and stain all lumber away from the water using only
environmentally-friendly stains (see definition below). All sealed and
shined lumber should be completely diy before used near water.

3. Ensure piastlc barrel fioats are free of chetmcats inside and outside of the
barret before they are placed in water..

8. Whenever possxble construct the dock either. from a barge or float on the
water or(hrough the ice instead of using machmely from the bank of the
water body.

_ Operaté mactunery from outside ofme waﬁer and‘, ,,\:Ta‘manner that

minimizes dishirbance to the banks of the wa bo'dy.
1. Machmeryﬁtoamveonsxte macl%ncondmonandlsto be maintained
free of fluid leaks.

2. Wash, refuef and servicemadxmfyandswtemelandomermatemlsfor
ﬂremachmeryawayﬁomﬂwwatertopreveutdelaenm:ssubstanca&om

) ' 3 ,i@epanemergencyspaklonsiemaseofudieaisaspiis&m

k ,NiehSOpe{ahondStalementdoesnotcovermdeanngofnpanan
vegetation, ﬂmremovddsdectplmlsnuybenemytnamme
construction site. Thtsrenmalshoddbekep‘ltnammm

12 Vegehteaxy@sﬁwbedmbyp!aﬁng:mdsee&gmfaab!ynabve
trees, shrubs ot grasses and cover such areas with muich to prevent soil
,emdonmdmhelpseedsuemumtfmismﬁ:mtﬁmeinﬁte
mseasonmmanmgformeseedshmm stabilize the site
(@g.,covetmcposedareaswvﬂweroamcmtdbhmmmepmesoum

p!aeemdprevememsnon)mdvegmmefolow\qspmg

- 13 Mamtameﬁecﬁvese&nwntandermomﬁdmeawesunﬁ
S eomﬂetere—vegeiahmofdisﬁubedareas:sadleved

"‘;nywmw&emdmmwmﬁmmmm
. construction and maintenance practices: ‘hebyouplmyourprqect,
pleaserefa’tomefonowmgdowmt

' The Dock Primer - A Cottager's Guide to Waterﬂvnt-Fnendly Docks

http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.calregions/centralipub/
dock-quaisfindex_e.htm (Prairies Edition)

The "Dock Primer” contains additional helpful information. it also states
that all docks must be reviewed. Please note however, that projects
following this Operational Statement will not need DFO review.

- Defi nitions:

) Orﬁnalyh:gh water mark — The usual-or average level to which a body
of water rises at its highest point and remains for sufficient time so as to
change the characteristics of the land. In flowing waters (rivers, streams)

hitp://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/regions/central/habitat/os-eo/prov-terr/mb/os-e008_e.htm

3/15/2006



are‘ equenﬂy ﬂooded by water so as. to leave a mark on the land and
' \ natural vegemon changes from predommate!y aquatlc

neservoars ﬁus refers to normal high operating levels (Fuit Supply Level)

Envnmnmentally—fnend!y lumber and stains :

Chemical wood preservatives used in Canada are regulated by the Pest
Management Regulatory Agency, Health Canada. Approved preservatives
used most commonly in lumber are Alkafine Copper Quatemary (ACQ) and
Copper Azole (CA). Creosote treated wood should not be used in or near

K your ocal bunldmg supply ouﬂet for further information on

CROSS-SECTION OF INLAND LAKES,
WETLANDS OR MARINE ENVIRONMENTS

CF’OSE- f-.-»ECTION OF FLOWING WATERS (RIVERS, STREAMS)

Aussi disponible en ﬁahééis.
- DFO OFFICE LIST |

cation Form (Adobe Acrobat Format)
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